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CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 5161 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, NATO 

SUBJ: FRENCH STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES AT CSCE 
REF: USNATO 4543 

1. US DEL HAS NO IDEA ON WHOSE BACK THIS MONKEY 
SHOULD REST. IN OUR PRESS CONTACTS WHICH HAVE 
BEEN CONTROLLED FROM BEGINNING OF STAGE 2, WE HAVE 
NEVER MENTIONED FRENCH DRAFT DECLARATION AND 
JOURNALISTS HAVE NEVER ASKED ABOUT IT. 

2. IT MAY BE TOO BYZANTINE AN EXPLANATION. BUT 
SOURCE COULD HAVE BEEN ENTHUSIASTIC FRENCH WHO ARE 
ANXIOUS TO TABLE DRAFT HERE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND 
HAVE BEEN OBVIOUSLY CHAFING AT DELAY AND PRESSURE 
FROM SOME ALLIES TO HOLD UP. NOW FRENCH CAN CITE 
PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE AS REASON FOR MOVING MORE QUICKLY. 
BASSIN 
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